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Thank you to our sponsors for donating to the Riverside County Office of Education Foundation 
in support of student scholarships and in connection with the Riverside County State of Education Address.



Riverside County Superintendent of Schools Dr. Edwin Gomez has launched 
FOUR INITIATIVES to support student success including a focus on mental 
health, financial literacy, literacy by fifth grade, and equity & inclusive practices.

SUPERINTENDENT’S Initiatives

The Equity & Inclusive Practices Initiative 
promotes the full range of inclusivity and 
equity within the public school system. A 
focus of Equity & Inclusive Practices is to 
provide educators professional development 
opportunities that help them integrate 
the concepts of access and equity into 
policies and practices, while developing an 
appreciation of other cultures, languages, 
orientations, and backgrounds, among 
diverse groups of students and staff.

www.rcoe.us/equity-and-inclusive-practices

The Financial Literacy Initiative can be the
great equalizer in our society as many young 
adults find themselves in debt immediately 
after high school. Students in socio-
economically challenged situations can be 
particularly vulnerable, and educators must 
work towards creating the next generation 
of prosperous students that can live within 
their means with the tools they need to 
become financially free.

www.rcoe.us/financial-literacy

The Literacy by 5th Grade Initiative strives 
to promote and expand literacy throughout 
Riverside County. Strong literacy skills are 
the foundation of all learning and contribute 
to a student’s ability to graduate from high 
school academically and socially prepared 
for college, the workforce, and civic 
responsibility.

www.rcoe.us/literacy-by-5th-grade

The Mental Health Initiative is aimed at 
addressing the needs of the whole student 
beyond the classroom. The Mental Health 
Initiative includes supporting and expanding 
mental health programs and services within 
the 23 school districts in Riverside County.

www.rcoe.us/mental-health



Program
PRE-SHOW AND LUNCH ENTERTAINMENT

Rancho Verde High School Jazz Band
VAL VERDE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 __________________

INTRODUCTION
Ruth Pérez, Ed.D.

RIVERSIDE COUNTY DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
 __________________

PRESENTATION OF COLORS
Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps

Paloma Valley High School
PERRIS UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

 __________________

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Rosemary Haner

Innovative Horizons Charter School
PERRIS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT

 __________________

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Jocelyn Nicolao

La Quinta High School
DESERT SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

 __________________

HONORING OF FALLEN OFFICERS
 __________________

STATE OF EDUCATION ADDRESS
Edwin Gomez, Ed.D. 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

STATE  O F  EDUCAT ION  ADDRESS
Riverside County



Riverside Convention Center
3637 Fifth Street | Riverside

Tuesday, May 2, 2023
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Register at https://events.rcoe.us/celebrating-educators

For more information, please contact Yadira Chavelas, Administrator
(951) 826-6570 | ychavelas@rcoe.us
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Join our county’s TK-12 education community and stakeholders 
for a special recognition luncheon to celebrate the best and 

brightest of Riverside County’s outstanding educators. At this 
annual event, district nominees who serve in roles ranging from 
principal and teacher, to security guards and school counselors, 
will be honored along with the world premiere video profiles of 

the 2023 Riverside County Educators of the Year.



Our 
Members  
are unique.
So are their financial needs.

Explore products and services designed just 
for school employees.

Summer Saver
A high-yield savings account, currently 6.00% APY,1 
helps you set aside funds to get through the months 
you may not receive a paycheck.

School Employee Mortgage
No Private Mortgage Insurance and low down 
payment option.

School Employee Auto Loan  
with “Summers Off”
Skip a payment or two during the summer.2 

You’re Eligible to Join
schoolsfirstfcu.org/whyjoin

MICHAEL H.
Kindergarten Teacher
Member Since 1995

All loans subject to approval. Rate is valid as of 02/01/2023, accurate as of last dividend declaration date, variable and subject to change after account opening. 1. 
APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rate is accurate as of the last dividend declaration date; rate is variable and subject to change after account opening. Deposit any amount 
between $1 and $2,000 per month. New Summer Saver accounts are limited to current school employees; retired school employees are not eligible. One Summer Saver 
account per Membership. 2. Available on select terms. Restrictions apply. Interest will continue to accrue during the skip payment period.

Insured by NCUA.



50 Years of Service,  
And We’re Just Getting Started

Altura Credit Union
 is Proud to Support 

RCOE and their Efforts 
to Put Students on 

Pathways of Promise.

See Our Impact 
in the Local 
Community.

Proud Supporter of the
Riverside County Office of Education 

State of Education Event

760.796.7700 | www.ericksonhall.com



PLEASE CONSIDER 
MAKING A DONATION TO 
THE RCOE FOUNDATION 

PROVIDING

FOR SUCCESS IN LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES
AND IN LIFE

FOUNDATIONFOUNDATION

RIVERSIDE COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION

FOUNDATION

Your donation will help provide vital 
scholarship funding to deserving, 
disadvantaged high school seniors 
in Riverside County. 

To select how you would like to 
participate as a donor, 
visit our website at www.rcoe.us/foundation. 

You may also call Ed Lewis, RCOE Foundation Director, at (951) 826-6345 
or email him at elewis@rcoe.us for your contribution options.  

With your support, we can keep the flame of knowledge burning 
brightly at the Riverside County Office of Education.
The RCOE Foundation is an independently incorporated 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 

affiliated with the Riverside County Office of Education. RCOE Foundation – Tax ID 37-1704913



#StateofEd

S H A R E  T H E  E X P E R I E N C E

Riverside County Superintendent of Schools
Edwin Gomez, Ed.D.

Riverside County Board of Education
Barbara Hale, President 

Ray “Coach” Curtis, Vice President 
Jamie Azpeitia-Sachs, Member 

Kim J. Cousins, Member 
Bruce N. Dennis, Member  
Ben Johnson II, Member

Elizabeth F. Romero, Member

State of Education Address 
available after conclusion of event at:
www.rcoe.us/state-of-education




