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Grade: 2nd - 6th Grades Subject: Visual Art
Topic: Drawing Lesson: Drawing of Navajo Inspired Blanket
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Lesson Plan ° CABOT'S

PUEBLO MUSEUM

Lesson Focus / Goals:

Cabot Yerxa was an artist, and an art collector. He admired indigenous art and one of the pieces in
his collection was a Navajo blanket, which is still hanging in the Museum. Students will make a
drawing inspired by the Navajo blanket, with the emphasis on use of line, symmetry and the four
colors of the Navajo Medicine Wheel.

Materials Needed: Learning Objectives:
Paper Creating
Anchor Standard Three:
Crayons, pastels, colored pencils, Refine and Complete Artistic Work

colored markers or paint
Student will create an original artwork
based on the art collection of Cabot Yerxa,
using the skill of drawing.

Structure / Activities:

Instructions:

1 - Using your pencil, make a line at the bottom of the paper.

2 - To create symmetry, make the same line at the top of the paper.

3 - Add more lines at the bottom, and repeat them at the top. Lines can be thick, thin, straight, diagonal or
zig zag.

4 - Then, add in some shapes, remembering to add them at both the bottom and the top of the paper.
Shapes could be triangles, squares and diamonds.

5 - Add some special shapes to the center of your paper.

6 - After you are satisfied with your overall design, use the coloring material of your choice to go over your
pencil lines with color. Use one or more of the four colors of the Navajo Medicine Wheel, which are red,
black, white and yellow.

Hint: If you were to cut your paper in half, right where the special shapes are in the middle, the two resulting
artworks would look exactly the same, because they are symmetrical.

Assessment:

Was the student able to create a blanket design?
Did the artwork have multiple lines, shapes and colors? Was the design symmetrical?
Did the student talk about their artwork with the viewer and explain artistic choices?
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